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of BETA SIGMA PHI

W. Ross. a young f
mon with great
plans for the
future, founds
Beta Sigma

Phi with the
first chaptearin
Ablana, Kansas,

'
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-----

HH The first SRR i

issue of The Torch
comes off the press-

es. The first Founder's '#
Doy celabration was heald In
Vinita, OF. The first Preferen-
tial Tea was held at the Phillips
Hotel in downtown Kansas City,
Pissouri, It was hosted by Wak-
fer's wife Dorothy (The first Beta
Sigrma Phil) and Ellen MchMullen
of the Intermational Field Staff,

Hﬂﬂ Pernsylvania Bata,

Harmsburg, becomes the first
chapter fo fake the Ritual of
Jeweis degree. Chapter fradi-
fions bagin with the ~pass of the
chocolates”™ to onnounce excit-
ing news like the birth of o baby,
an engagemant, a new home.
and so on.

Waterloo. lowa to enjoy the very
first Bata Slgma Phil comvention.

Beta Sigrma Phi be-
comeas Infernational when o
members moved from Califomnia
to Canada and established a
chapter there.

H] Twenty-sight membears

miake history when they sallad
to Howaii on the first Beta Sigma
Phi Rambile,

The Valentine Contest
I5 infroduced. Honorary Member
and actress Jean Parker McDon-
ald wos the first ever Volenfine
Clusen,

ﬂ H The number of chap-

ters reaches a milestonea with
1.000 on sorority s ninth anni-
vearsary. Cary Grant is the first
Valentine Judge. The first MNu Phi
Mu chapter was established in
Grearwille, llinoks.

The Exemplar degree
s conferred on 12 members in
Danvillea, [linois,

The
first Imtermation-
al Bata Sigma
Phi convention B
was held in 7
Kansas City.
Missour = an-
other will not
Be hald unfil
2014, Beta Sigma
Phil launched o
fravel program
and hod ifs first
"Ramble” to
Canadao.

sorority
members accept a challenge
from the LS. government to sell
514 millisn Inwar bonds. Not
only do sisters maet the chal-
lenge. but sell an additional 58
mmilion in bonds.

Alaska Alpha & In-
stalled ot Anchorage. The first
Intermational City Council for



Bata Sigma Phi is established
between Niagara Falls, Ontario
and Miagara Falls, New York,

glllll Maore than 1,000 sis-

ters are members of the armed
forces serving in Canada, the
United Stotes, and overseas.
Beta Sigma Phis invest nearly 53
millien in war bonds and stamps.
Twenty-six U.S. Army nurses or-
ganize Alpha chapter in MNorth
Africa. Eleonor Roosevelt spacks
at Founder's Day in Washington.

Hll Less than a year affer

the wiar ends in Europe, the first
overseos chapter is estabished
in Great Britain.

H[I Barbara Ann Scoftt,

Ohvmipic lce Queen, ik Installed
as Honorary member of Nu Phi
Mu by Ontario Delfta, Ottawa.
Kansas City chapters hold nine
in-state area maatings.

H[I Alpha chopter s es-

tablished in Cuba. Alpho chap-
ter is established in Frankfurt,
Germany. Canada’s first lady,
Modome 5t Lawent, becomes
an Intemational Honorary mem-
ber. Jopan Alpha, Tokyo, s
established.

lﬂ ﬁ" Sisters enjoy o Befa

Sigma Phi Ramble to England,
Scotfiand and France.

[30l...

nancial nead of
a member after
a fragic auto-
mobile occlident
sparks the creation
of the Intematicnal |
Loan Fun, which
begins with con-
iributions from
individual ,-'
marmbers, .

5.

Order of the Rose of
degrea is established to honor
meambars of 15 years or more
who have distinguished them-
salves within the organization.

ﬁ H The Silver Anniver-

sary of Beta Sigma Phi sees the
credgtion of the Achievement
Band, through which meambers
can acqulre paid-up annual fea
status. Nu Phi Mu is brought info
Beta Sigma Phi as a degree of
membership. The Fellowship pro-
gram welcomeas neéw pledges to
higher degree chapters.

H] Tne Daughter Enroll-

rrant Plan — lofer known as

the Legacy Program - is an-
nounced. Walter W. Ross” three
granddaughtars, Linda, Judy,

and Laura, are the first Legacies.

Hﬂ Alpha chapter in Syd-

ney becomes the first Australian
chapter. The Envoy program is
established.

lH ﬁ H The Infemational Of-

fice announces the Preceptor
degree

Y. 2
Beta Sigma ik

Pnl reaches a total
af 150,000

membears in Lt
7.000 chc:p'rars .:’
in 14 countries. ™

H]. The

Frogram Presenta-
fion Contest & an-
nounCed,
z The
[j_

Bata Sigma Phi Word Hea
quarters Bullding becomes a
reality at 1800 W. 91st Flace,
kKansas City, Missouri,

HH The Librarion Sanvice

Aocrd i announced.

HI'I The first Infemational

Award of Distinclion is present-

19 Hﬁ Employers write “Why

| ike My Employee to be a Beta
sigma Phl.” Winner recalveas a
paid frip to Intemational.

v
r



HH The Infernational Of-

fice announces conversion fo

a computer system for record-
keeping, enabling more efficient
communlication with members.

ﬂ ﬁ , Tha Girl of the Year pin

15 announced,

HHR Some 16,500 membears

are honored with the Order of
the Rose by this year.

9 ﬁ Founder Walter W.

[foss diges on June 14, The Walter
W. Ross Memorol Scholarship
Fund Iz established.

H’Il The Founder's Award

Contest is announced.
Some 114 Founder's
Memory chapters
are organized.

ﬂ]l Snn::url’r'g.r's . i

A0th Anniversary [ [
is calebrated, ) |
A new tradi-
fion begins with |
the passing of
the conven-
tion lamp from
city to city.
The Founder's
Fund Insur-
ance Plon s
announcead,

ﬂ’z irlstonan, USA, the

longest continuing Beta Sigma
Phi project for the Endowment
Fund, receives some 5267000 by
this yaar.,

1913 Peaarl Buck k posthu-

rmously awarded International
Honorary Membership.

1“"‘ A new degree, Precep-

tor Laureate (now Lauraate) is
infroduced for members with ot
least elght yaars of membership
In a Preceptor chapter. A Friend-
Iy Venture chapter is establishad
in Karamursal, Turkey.

]H ’ Encyclopedia Ameri-

Cang recognizes Beta Sigma

Phi in its lotest reference books.
Members all over the world show
support for Infernational Worn-
an's Year with vanous projects.
The Infemational Flag Design
contest B announced.

. lﬂl Endowmeant Fund

donations excead tha 51 milllon
mark, Rosabud Alpha, the first
aclive Legacy group, s formead
in Denton, TX. The Silver Circle
Eitual for 25%year membars Is
infroduced.

].H’] New computer termi-

nais are installed for even faster
and more convenient service for

members. Founder’s Day finds
sorovity in 24 couniries around
the world, The Infermnaticnal
Theme Contest s infroducead.

]a Bata Sigma Phi’s Life

Insurance program begins.
Alpha chapters begin insix new
countries: Hong Kong. Cuba,
Ecuoador, Naw Zealand, lceland,
and the Netherands.

]H This yeor marks the

10th anniversary of the Walter W,
Ross Memaorial Scholarship Fund.
Some 589,000 in scholarships

wera awarded during the first 10

YENIrS
HII Goldan Annivarsany

activities are lounched, A his-
tory book of Beta Sigma Phi is
produced. Members can eam
gold stars for thelr achlevameant
bands by recommending friends
who pladge. "People Helping
People™ awards are created 50
chapters and clty councils can
honor outstanding cifizens in
their communities, Dorothy Ross,
wife of our founder and the first
Beta Sigma Phi, dies on Decem-
ber 1, The Woter W. Ross Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund becomeas
the Dorothy and Walter Ross
Memaornial Scholarship Fund.

H] “ldea Falr” contest

orings out the best ideas for
chapter service projlects, so-
cials. ways and maans projacts,
and programs. Members begin



forming "Golden Anniversary”
chapters worldwide, U.5. presi-
dent Ronald Reagan
and Caonadion prime
minister Pierre
Trudeau reCognize .
Beta Sigma Phi's
Goldan Annd- ’
versary.

Hﬂz Bata

Sigma Phi launches
O contest to find
tha "ldeal Mew

Beta Sigma Phi.”

303 .

Golden Circle Ritual for 50-
vear members is imfroduced at
Founder's Day. New "“Programs
A La Carte” offers members
more than 100 program fopics
to choose from. City councils in-
froduce an annual “Gueast Day”
In thalr communlitias o welcomea
new members and build chap-
tars in their cities. The new Bed
and Breakfast program allows
members 1o meet sisters during
thalr frovels.

HH[I he Beta Sigma Phi

Ambassador Program infroduc-
&5 city mayors and chambers

of commerce to our sorornhy, A
special service effort to ralse
moneay for the restoration of the
Statue of Liberty and Ellis klond is
announced. Our goal is to raise
5100.000 for this worthy proj-

ect before Lody Liberty's 100th

birthday (July 4, 1988). the Envoy
membership program for men s
offarad as a way to honor man
for their support of Bata Sigma
Phi efforts.

lHﬂ 5 Imtemational Endow-

ment Fund giving reaches the
52 milllon mark. A new, Mlexlble
approach to sorornty, the Career
Chapter, is introduced.

Beta Sigma Phis raise
5130,000 for the Statue of Liberty
Restoration project. exceading
fhe goal by 30 percent.

ﬂ., A Chapter Pen Pal

Program allows chapters to
comespond and share ideas for
projects, programs and parfias.
Baed and Breakfast hostesses
now number morea than 1,000
workdwide.

HB The Master Degree is

infroducead for memibers who
have baan Loureatas for 10
veors or more, The first Master
chapter is formed in Kansas City,
Missowri.

lﬂaﬂ Saudi Arabia chapters

enjoy a country-wide Founder’s
Day celebration hosted by Xi
Alpha of Dhahran. Five Alpha
chartars are reactivated by
existing members, chaptes and
councils. The Exermplor Fund
becomes dedicated to scholar-
ships for sorority sisters confinu-
ing their education - 11 ara
awarded in the first year, LS. first
lady Barbara Bush becomes an
Intemational Honorary Member.

H" Beta Sigma Phi sisters

help recover from the dewvas-
tation of Humcana Hugo by
donating some 516.500 from
257 chopters across the United
States. Virginia Govemor Doug-
las Wilder s nomed a Beta
sigma Phl Envoy. The 60th An-
niversary celebration kicks off
with birthday cards from mem-
bers committing to Tt
infroduce frends to ;
sorarty, create Cal-
ebration Chapters
and eam plagues
at Intemational,

|

Members go
into high gear
in support of
the troops in
the Middle
East. A new
Infemational

ated, to be
celebrated the
Saturday betore Mother's Day



each year. Russla Alpha, 51, Pe-
tersburg. Is fommed in
Saptember.

HHZ The Beta Sigma Phi

Disaster Fund is created to help
sisters who weaere victims of Hur-
ricane Andrew and Iniki, More
than 5180000 is ratsed and dis-
mbutred within & few manting.

HHH Honarary member

Hilary Clinton of Little Rock, AR
becomes the U.S. first lody. New
fransplantation immunology
center at Stanford University
Medical Center s named for
Beta Sigma Phi in recognition
of our many vears of generous
support.

H H ll Breast Cancer Re-

saarch Endowment Fund begins.
Chapters ond councils donate
thair ushing allowances o fund
a high risk clinlc and breast can-
cer vaccination research at the
Dana Farber Cancer Institute.,
Beta Sigma Phi promotes “Ran-
dom Acts of Kindness™ world-
wide,

HHﬁMEmbEHEDfEET{:

Sigrna Phi Infemational ond
chaplers enjoy a seminar and
cruse in the Carbbeon. Beta
Sigma Phi "Best Friends of Your
Life" program gives sisters the
opportunity to honor thisir own
with recognition and awards.

]9 H Bata Sigma Phi hits

the information superhighway.
The Intemet gives sisters a way
o chat intemationally. instantiy,
through newsgroups, emall, and
the International home page.
The "Catch o Dreom”™ contest
sends a lucky sister to an East
Coast cooking school.

;| F——

Alosko with Infermational’s Bl
Ross attracts 106 sisters and
husbands for a seminar on the
future of Beta Sigma Fhi. A new
chapter, Gamma, is formed in
Balgium.

lH HH Beta Sigma Phi soars

into space as (daho Honor-

ary Member Barbara Morgan

is tapped for a space shuttle
adveniure. Intemcational Honor-
ary Membear roster continues fo
increosa with the addition of
Moncy Goodman Brinker, found-
er of Race for the Cure.

Laura Ross Wingfield
is named prasident of the Beta
sigma Phi Infemational Execu-
tive Council. Bata Sigma Phi
reachas 200,000 members in the
year 2000. A membership dive s
lounched.

““[I The new centruy be-

gins with the ~Bata Sigma Phi
Millenniurm Baby” contest baing
announced, The winner is Dovid
Claibomed, grandson of a

delighted member. The Beta
Sigma Phi Pen Pal prograrm is
highlighted in The Torch and
gamers many new parlicipants.

Following the termrorist
attacks of September 11, Beta
Sigma Phils around the world
reach out with donations and
other typeas of support. To date,
Beta Sigma Phi has donated
naarty half a milllon dellars 1o
breqst cancer research. with
breckihrough news coming from
recipient Dana Farber. An on-
cologist at the institute, Donald
Kufe. MD, works on a vaccine
that will benefit women with
recurant breast concer.

Members gather in Port
Canaveral. Florida, to celebrate
the first Beta Sigma Phi Online
Convention. Congrasswoman
Joann Davis s instolled as an
Honorary Member

The first full color is-
sue of The Torch 5 raleased. Tha
PACE Award (Participation, Ati-
tude, Commitmeant, Enthusiasm)
is announced al Founder's Day
by Bill Ross,

One of the largest
natural disasters in histony, a
massive tsunamil that ravaged
southem Asia, brings the world
together to fry to help. Beta
Sigrma Pl members around the
world, along with millions of oth-
ars, make donations.



"ﬂﬁ Hurricanes Kotring and

[ita hit, leaving people home-
less. Many vicitms are Beta
sigma Phi members, East Texas is
also devostated by wild fires. To
date, the Beta Sigma Phi Disas-
ter Relief Fund has given more
than $240.000 to victims and
their families to help rebulld their
Ivas. Online chaplers are rac-
ognized as official chapters. The
Diamond Circle Ritual is intro-
duced at Founder's Day.

“"ﬁ Beta Sigma Phi cel-

ebrates its Foth annbversary, with
a yaariong celabration that
includes reoctivating Alpho
chapters, Chapters were very
successful in getting
the word out — press
covarage wasat a
S0-year high.

Inter- \3

national’s Water ¢
W. (Bill) Ross dies £
on January ]
1. Tha Beta
Sigrma Phil

web site is
Brought in-
house in Juhy,

Intemotional’s
John J. (Jack) Ross

dies on March 20. The Torch of
Beta Sigma Phi, which had been
pubgshwed onine only for more
than a year, s offerad again In
print form through subscripfion.
The inaugural Torch, presented
ina new and rich format, was
printed in August 2010,

Beta Sigma Phi cel-
abrates its B0th anniversary.
Members are encouraged to
post Youlube videos and in-
form media outlets acout soror-
lty, The Torchoearer Degree is
infroduced for memberns who
have been Masters for 12 years
or mone. A massive earthquake
rocks the northeastem coast of
Japan, tiggering fsunami waves
and leaving thousands dead.
Beta Sigma Phi sisters reach out
1o ald the devastated coundry,

The first Torchbearer
chaptar s formmed In Alfon, Ii-
linols. Sending chapter minutes
to Intemational electronically
through the web site is infro-
duced.

A shorter version of the
Order of the Rosa ritual |5 Infro-
duced, as well as an infommol
graveside senica ritual. Mem-
bers-at-Large gain the ability 1o
usE excess moths foward pro-
gression through program work.

The Chapter Yordstick
nonw IncCludes polnts for review
of The Torch and International's
web site, as well as the Book
of Bata Sigma Phi The Rush-
ing Dapartment infroduces the
Friendly Venture \Wall of Faome.
The Torch department produces
"large print” versions of the Book
of Ritual, the Book of Beta Sigma
Phi, ond Invitation to Life.

lﬁ The Legacy Pen Pal

program is renfroduced. The
Gifts Department holds its first-
ever Cyber Monday sale. The
Torch deparmeant publishes the
Collected Poems of Jack Ross
as part of its print-on-demand
prearam.

]ﬁ The Book of Ritual Is

published in e-book format. The
B5th Annivarsary Cookbook 5
published. A Digital Yearbook Di-
vision is added to the Yearbook
Contest, Some 1,500 members
come 1o Kansas City for the 2nd
Intemational Convanfion = tha
first since 1941,
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